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MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND EDUCATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN,

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN,

AL-FARABI KAZAKH NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
PROGRAMME
INTERNATIONAL ONLINE CONFERENCE

“THE CONTRIBUTION AND IMPORTANCE OF AL-FARABI 

FOR WORLD CIVILIZATION”
	Date and time:


	July, 21, 2020
15.00-17.00
Nur-Sultan

	AGENDA:

	PLENARY 

	15:00-15:10 
	Opening Remarks
Professor Galimkair Mutanov 
Rector of Al-Farabi Kazakh National University


	15:10-15:20
	Opening Remarks
H.E., Mr.Kairat Lama Sharif
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan



	SESSION 1

	15:20-15:30
	Report presentation
“Al-Farabi’s Contribution to Science of Civilisation”

Professor Datuk Dr. Osman Bakar - Holder, Al-Ghazali Chair of Islamic Thought, ISTAC, International Islamic University, Malaysia

	15:30-15:40
	Report Presentation

“Al-Farabi is the Thinker of Civilization”

Professor Mehmet Arslan 

Vice Rector on Internationalization and Commercialization 

of al-Farabi Kazakh National University

	15:40-15:50
	Report presentation
“Al-Farabi's Idea on Integration of Knowledge and Its Relation to the Problem of Modern Science”

Dr. Humaidi, M.Ud, The Chairman of Association of Lecturer Research on Islamic and Social Science from Indonesia

	15:50-16:00
	Report Presentation
“Perfect Man as an Ethical Ideal in al-Farabi’s Philosophy ”
Professor  Aliya Massalimova 

Dean of the Department of Philosophy and Political Science 
of al-Farabi Kazakh National University


	16:00-16:10
	Report presentation (TBC)

"The Parallels between the Sun, the Light and Intellect in the al-Farabi's Epistemology"

Associated Professor, Dr. Tuleubekov Assyl

International Information Technology University, Almaty

	16:10-16:20
	Report presentation (TBC)

“Abu Nasr al-Farabi's social and ethical views  in the modern world”

Dr. Anar Tanabayeva, PhD, 

al-Farabi Kazakh National University

	16:20-16:30
	Report presentation (TBC)

“The Idea of VIRTUE in al-Farabi's Philosophy"

Dr. Aizhan Doskozhanova PhD, Assistant-professor, 
International Information Technology University, Almaty


	16:30-16:45
	Discussion

	

	16:45-16:50
	Concluding remarks
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In 2020, the 1150th anniversary of the great scientist and thinker Abu Nasir al-Farabi is celebrated in the Republic of Kazakhstan and in the world. In this regard, al-Farabi Kazakh National University and Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan invite scientific and academic community of Southeast Asian countries to participate in international online conference “The contribution and importance of al-Farabi for world civilization”.
A prominent thinker of the East, Abu Nasir al-Farabi was born in 870 in Farab city (now famous as Otrar), situated at the place of Aris river flowing into Syr Darya river (which corresponds nowadays to Otrar region of the Eastern Kazakhstan). As the word “tarhan” included in his full name Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Tarhan ibn Uzlag al-Farabi at-Turki depicts, he by birth was representative of one of Turks’ privileged layers. 

During 9th and 10th centuries, Otrar city was a big political, cultural and commercial center, acting as junction point on the Grate Silk Road caravan ways that connected Medieval Europe with Asia. The main body of his knowledge Abu Nasr acquired in Otrar. In this city to the age of 20 there, he has had an opportunity to get acquainted with philosophical and scientific works belonging to one of the richest libraries of the time (it was considered second after legendary Alexandria library as far as the number of books and hand writing was concerned). Then he studied and worked in Bukhara, Samarqand, for a long period stayed in Baghdad that was cultural and political center of Arabian Caliphate. The last years of his life were spent in Cairo, Aleppo and Damascus enjoying a lot of appreciation. In Damascus in December 950 eighty years-old al-Farabi passed away. It worth noting that al-Farabi had an opportunity to get acquainted with the books of Aristo, Plato and other ancient philosophers in their original language which enabled him to become one of the founders of Peripatetic philosophy in the East It was because of this that he was titled as “The Second Teacher” with Aristo being the First. He left to us a huge scientific heritage, including about 200 treatises encompassing fairly diverse branches of knowledge – he commented upon Aristotelian “Categories”, “The Hermeneutics”, “Topics”, “Analytics” (its 1st and 2nd parts), “On Sophistical Refutations”, “Rhetoric”, “Organon” and “Poetics”, as well as upon “Isagogy” of Porphyries and further works of different ancient thinkers. The most famous of Farabi’s original works is considered to be his treatise “The pearls of Wisdom”, “The Ideas of the Citizens of the Virtuous City”, “The Philosophical Treatises” and “The Grand Book on Music” with the last bringing him fame especially in Europe.

In the Medieval Europe translations of al-Farabi’s works to Latin and Hebrew appeared since very early times (12-13th centuries), and in 1930-1932 the translation of the first part of “The Grand Book on Music” to French was published in Paris by a French scientist Erlangen. The name of al-Farabi has entered the history of world science and culture. Undoubtedly, his works possessed a great influence upon European Renaissance and acted as a connecting bridge being to draw together Eastern and Western cultures and philosophies. The 2020th is the 1150th anniversary of the great Turkic philosopher Al-Farabi, who left a significant mark in the world history.
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THE SECOND TEACHER

In the intellectual history of humanity, regardless of origin and place of birth, al-Farabi was called the Second Teacher after Aristotle. This is evidence and recognition that al-Farabi is rightfully considered the cultural, spiritual heritage of not only one people, but all of humanity.

He made a fundamental contribution to the development of many areas of human knowledge. The classification of the sciences of the encyclopedist al-Farabi was a new word in the history of science and became a guiding map for the knowledge of medieval scholars in the East and West. Al-Farabi carefully studied ancient philosophy, especially Aristotle and Plato, whose works he translated, shifted in aphoristic form, commented on and created his philosophical treatises, thanks to which ancient Greek philosophy acquired a new form and content. Relying on the works of ancient philosophers, summarizing and developing further their teachings, al-Farabi created a new school, and also separated philosophy from the teaching of Kalam. Solving the problem of the “connection between God and the World”, which was not solved in the philosophy of the Architect, Al-Farabi sought to free scientific thought from the influence of religion, to separate philosophical problems from theological ones, to establish the connection of philosophy with natural science. Thus, he gave a strong impetus to the development of further scientific ideas and over the next few centuries became the main source for thinkers and philosophers.

Al-Farabi’s creative activity has become a connecting spiritual bridge between the West and the East. As an outstanding humanist thinker, he combined the works of the ancient and Islamic worlds, his treatises had a direct impact on the formation of world outlook and the development of science in Europe during the Renaissance. Such famous European philosophers of the Middle Ages as Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, in their theoretical studies relied on the works of al-Farabi. I must say that Ibn Sina and Ibn Rushd promoted the dissemination of the heritage of al-Farabi and its influence on the entire European culture. Thanks to their work, Roger Bacon, who was fluent in Arabic, as well as Benedict Spinoza, Thomas Hobbes, Rene Descartes and other scholars, were able to learn the teachings of Muslim philosophers. Despite Eurocentrism typical of the time, these scholars recognized Islamic culture and science. The return of European thinkers to the ideas of Aristotle, Plato and other Greek philosophers through the treatises of al-Farabi contributed to the emergence of a Renaissance in Europe - the Renaissance. 
Therefore, the work of al-Farabi symbolizes the rapprochement and mutual understanding of the cultures of East and West.
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